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Meet Evie!
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We are very excited to introduce you to a new member of our St Leonard’s Primary School family! 
Evie is a two year old Labrador who belongs to Mrs Lindley. With the support of the school staff and The Dog Mentor Programme, Evie is training to become our St Leonard’s school dog and is set to become an integral part of our school family, and belong to us all! 
 
[image: ]Many schools are introducing school pets as a way of teaching all children responsibility and providing a source of pleasure and learning. Of particular interest, is the current move towards ‘wellbeing dogs’. Dogs can provide a source of comfort and relaxation for children and adults, and there is much evidence to show that children who struggle with relationships or with managing their own emotions gain a great deal from spending time with a pet.  
 
Academic research has shown that dogs working and helping in the schools environment;  
· a calming effect on pupils;  
· improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and improved self-esteem;  
· encouraging expression, participation and confidence for all children;  
· fostering a sense of responsibility;  
· motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high level of natural interest in, enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals;  
· encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, parents and teachers;  
· teaching children to nurture and respect life;  
· helping work undertaken with the most vulnerable children;   
· helping children build confidence in reading;  
· further promote our ‘Wellbeing’ priority for staff and children. 
 
Labradors are an intelligent breed, devoted, loyal and clean. In particular, Evie is incredibly patient, obedient, friendly and affectionate.  She just loves socialising and being around children and adapts well to the many new situations she has been introduced to.  
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School Dogs - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
Q Who is the legal owner of the dog and who pays for its costs?   
A. The legal owner of Evie will still be Mrs Lindley and her family who will care for the dog out of school hours and will bear the costs associated with it.  The cost of Evie’s training through the Dog Mentor Programme and some initial costs for school including dog bed and toys to remain in school will be covered by our school fund. 
 
 
Q Will the dog be a distraction?   
A. The dog will be kept in an office area. We will be careful to ensure that time spent with the school dog is shared among the children fairly. We will also ensure that children who are not involved in regular, direct contact with the dog are still able to participate in a number of ways, should they wish to do so.   
 
Q Has a risk assessment been undertaken?   
A. Yes, we have carefully considered having a dog in school and sought advice from many sources, including other schools that successfully have a school dog. The Dog Mentor Programme has supported in this and it can be found on the school website.  
 
Q Who is responsible for training?   
A. Evie will be joining The Dog Mentor Programme. The Dog Mentor programme has built upon the benefits of the human-animal bond by providing children positive experiences with dogs that can help them educationally, developmentally, emotionally and socially. Please feel free to visit The Dog Mentor’s website and Facebook page for more details and to see some of the schools that have introduced their dogs into school: 
www.thedogmentor.co.uk  www.facebook.com/thedogmentor  
 Q. How will the dog be toileted to ensure hygiene for all?   
A. In the interest of health and hygiene our school dog will be toileted off the school site where children have no access. Thus there will be no chance of the children coming into contact with faeces. Our policy of no dogs in the playground is still applicable as we are unable to put effective control measures in place that guarantee temperament and safety when children come into unsupervised contact with unknown dogs.   
 
Q How will the dog’s welfare be considered?   
A. Evie will be walked by school staff. She will be kept in an Office area and will have planned and supervised contact with children and visitors. Evie will have unlimited access to water. She will not need to be fed at school (besides treats!) as her meal times are before and after school. We will work closely with other professionals to ensure Evie’s welfare is always carefully considered.   
 
Q How will this be managed where children have allergies?   
A. We already manage a number of allergies at school and this will be no different for children and adults that are allergic to dogs. Individual needs will always be met and we are happy to work with parents to put additional control measures in place for individual allergies.  
 
 
Q My child is frightened of dogs; how will you manage this?   
A. Access to the dog is carefully managed and supervised and children do not need to have regular, close contact with it unless permission for this has been given. We hope to work closely with parents of children who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear and to teach them how to manage this at their own pace. Children will also be taught specific strategies about how to behave around dogs and interact with them safely.

We understand that it is not possible for all families to have a family dog and therefore hope that this is an opportunity for all children to share a dog and gain from the relationship they will build with her through their regular contact. Children will only be allowed close contact with Evie with parental consent.   

We hope that you will join us in welcoming Evie to the St Leonard’s school family and embrace all that she has to offer to the school and the children. 

Further information, including a copy of the risk assessment, this letter, the parental consent form and information about The Dog Mentor Programme, will be available on the school website next week.  I will keep you updated about Evie’s progress in school via our newsletter. 

Please complete and return the attached consent form by the end of next week, and if you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact school, via the school office. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Many thanks for your continued support, 
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Mrs Lindley 
Headteacher 
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