
Music
Long Term Overview

Early 
Years

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Nursery Music Time - Nursery 
rhymes

Fischy Music - 
supporting RE, 
spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Playing untuned 
instruments - firework 
sounds (percussion)

Music Time - Nursery 
rhymes with  percussion

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Seasonal autumn and 
Nativity songs for our 
Early Years concert / 
Nativities – knowledge of 
songs, musical timings 
for singing and 
performance skills

Music Time - Seasonal 
songs

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Music Time - Seasonal 
songs and percussion

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Identifying and matching 
sounds all around

Music Time - 
Performance skills and 
repertoire of songs

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Playing instruments - 
sorting similar sounds

Music Time - 
Performance skills and 
repertoire of songs

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Playing tuned 
instruments - Xylophones 
(exploration of pitch and 
scales)

Reception Charanga Scheme -  
Me!

Fischy Music - 
supporting RE, 
spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Playing untuned 
instruments - drums, 
rhythms and beats

Charanga Scheme -  My 
stories

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Seasonal autumn and 
Nativity songs for our 
Early Years concert / 
Nativities – knowledge of 
songs, musical timings 
for singing and 
performance skills

Charanga Scheme - 
Everyone! 

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Charanga Scheme - Our 
World 

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Identifying and 
recreating sounds all 
around (vibrations)

Ocarina - introduction to 
the instrument

Charanga Scheme - Big 
Bear Funk

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Creating and playing 
instruments - 
representing places

Ocarina - developing 
playing techniques

Charanga Scheme - 
Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay

Fischy Music - supporting 
RE, spirituality and health 
and wellbeing

Ocarina - scales and 
notes, playing from 
memory



Key Stage 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Cycle A

Year 1 Units

Introducing Beat

How can we make 
friends when we sing 
together?

Using rhythm 
and pitch 

Learn Songs for 
nativity play.

Introducing 
Tempo and 
Dynamics

How does music tell 
stories about the 
past?

Combining 
Pulse, Rhythm 
and Pitch

How does music 
help us to 
understand our 
neighbours?

Having Fun with 
Improvisation 

What songs can 
we sing to help us 
through the day?

Explore Sound 
and Create a 
Story

How does music 
teach us about 
looking after our 
planet?

Cycle B

Year 2 Units

Exploring Simple 
Patterns 

How does music 
help us to make 
friends?

Focus on 
Dynamics and 
Tempo 

Learn Songs for 
nativity play.

Exploring 
Feelings through 
Music

How does music 
make the world a 
better place?

Inventing a 
Musical Story

How does music 
teach us about 
our 
neighbourhood?

Music that 
Makes you 
Dance

How does music 
make us happy?

Exploring 
Improvisation

How does music 
teach us about 
looking after our 
planet? 
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Lower Key 
Stage 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Cycle A
Use New 
Curriculum

Charanga Year 3
Developing 
notation skills

Charanga Year 
3
Enjoying 
Improvising

Charanga Year 
3
Composing 
Using Your 
Imagination

Charanga Year 
3
Sharing 
Musical 
Experiences

Charanga Year 
3
Learning About 
Musical Styles

Charanga Year 
3
Recognising 
Different 
Sounds

Cycle B
Use New 
Curriculum

Charanga Year 4
Interesting \Time 
Signatures

Charanga Year 
4
Combining 
Elements to 
Make Music

Charanga Year 
4
Developing 
Pulse and 
Groove through 
Improvisation

Charanga Year 
4
Creating 
Simple 
Melodies 
Together

Charanga Year 
4
Connecting 
Notes and 
Feelings

Charanga Year 
4
Purpose, 
Identity and 
Expression in 
Music
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Upper Key 
Stage 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 5 Getting started 
with music tech

Brass

Emotions and 
musical styles

Brass

Exploring key 
and time 
signatures

Brass

Introducing 
chords

Brass

Words meaning 
and expression

Brass

Identifying 
important 
musical 
elements

Brass

Year 6 Developing 
melodic 
phrases

Understanding 
structure and 
form

Christmas Carol 
Service

Creative 
Composition

Exploring 
notation further

Using chords 
and structure

Recorders

Respecting 
each other 
through 
composition

Recorders
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